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Atomio Breygy Act of 1948

Anaigned all organizations and proporties of the "

Manhattan Projeat to the ABC.

lattor to tho Chairyman, ARC from Ssoretary of War

In conneotion with discussion concerning storage
bases the latter atutes in part, "I anticipate that
vhen the matter has been reviewsd by the President, h
ha will dirvect that a certain mumber of bombs and boab
parts be turnod over to the armed services and that
thase bombs and bomb parts will be wholly within ths /
custody of the ammed servioes which are charged with
the mational defense".

Exscutive Oxdey 9810 =

Implamdnted the Atomie Enorgy Act of 194@. It stated
that all fissionable material and all atomic weapons
and parts remaining from the Mabhattan Project would i
be transferzed to the ARC. It furthar providod that
AXC woulad deliver fissionable naterial oy weapons
to the Armed Forces in the interest of National Defenss.

(Sos 8s0. 1, 2(c), and 4(s) and Sec. 6{(a) of the ;
Atomio Eneygy Act. /
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1 Jan 47 Arnad Foross Bpecial Weapons Projoct Estsblighed

AYSWP ordored to assume responsibility for sll
Bilitary service functions of the Manhattan Frojeot
"as are petainad under control of the Armed Forces.”
Included was the mission to participate in wesapons
development in ocordination with the ARC.

4 Bep 47 Mesorandun for §ocretaries of War and Navy "Delivery
of Atomic Weapona to the Arsed Forces'

MIC rocommonds that all atomic weapona whon veady
for stoakpile be deliversd to the Avmad Forces: that

the AFqIP sssume custody of weapona so dolivered and
LB X} 'i“ﬁ;fl‘i", ', y1) ! r \

agsupe yegponsibility for storage and surveillance \\ :

with technical agsistance from the AEC.

—_

16 Dap 47 Monopandum for the Chaiyman, AEC from the Chairman, MIC

Trangmits copies of correspondonco batween MIC
and the thrse Dopartments regarding delivery of atooic
woapons to the Armed Forcas. Inolosas also a
presentation of the views of the MIC.

1 Moy 48 AEC Heport by Proprans Council

Cugtody of Atomic Weapona.

bl
[

11 Mar 48 Komorandms for the Sccrotary of Defense from the . ||
Chairuan, MIC

Gl e

Incloses ARC staff gtudy on technical considerations |

togethor with a susnary of BIC viows. MIC recotmonds

that "ths Bacretary of Dofense reocommond to the
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Presgident that the reaponsibility for stockpile

and surveillance of atomic wespons, with necessary
assistance from tho ARC, be assigned to tha Armed
Yorces without dslay”.

19 Mar 48 letter to Tho Presidont from the Secretary of Defonse

A progress roport.
7 Apr 48 Memorandun for D.F. Carpenter from Bx/Sscy/diC

"Raview 0f correspondence conoerning custody of

stomic weapons."

18 Apr 48 Memorandun of Conversation with Benator Hickenlooper
by the Chairuan, MIC (Carpenter)
26-37 May Hinutas of the mesting contain a statoment of principle re-
Loae gaxrding transfer of custody as presonted Dy the Chairsamn,
MlC.
14 Jun 48 Memorandum to the Chaiwman, ARC from the Chairaan, MIC

Propasss transfer of custody urging the ABRC
Join the Rocretary of Dofense in recommsnding to tho
Prepidont tho tranafer of custody and subnitting o
draft of a proposed letter to tho Prasident.

30 Jun 48 Meating in 0ffice of the Bsoretary of Defense

{Fresont were Rucretary of Defense, Booystary of
LR RS the Arsy, Chairman, 10, Chsirmsn, 290, WAmr
' and five ARC Commissiemers) - ':

It was gensrally understood that the President
ahould desclds the issue and that the AXC would
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21 Jul 43

21 Jul 48

22 Jul 48

L T T P S A P T |

present a parallel paper to the Fresident when
the Sscretary of Defoense rogquests a deoisien.

A¥C Memorandum to the Presidant with Reagard to the
Question of Custody

In brief, the Cozmisasion's position refleots
concorn over tha division of rasponsibility civilian
and military and the faot that surveillance of atomic
weapons is of an éntirely diifersant order of
complexity and eignificancs than is the ocase with
even the most oomplicated ordinary weapons.

Lists the inportant steps that have slready baen
taken to sssured g maximmm state of readiness.

Latter to the President from the Bscretary of Dafense

letter urges tho President to "adviss tha ARC that
dolivery to the Axmsd Forcas of stockpile atomic
weapona will be direotsd, effective approximately
four months bance”. Incloses letter to Booretary
of Defonse of 13 March 1948 from Boorstaries of
Aray, Navy and Alr Morco and letter from JCB of 20
March 1948, both of which yacomend transfor of
custody a3 a matter ol urgenocy.
Memorandum o2 Itens of Paxticular Interest at
%.'“_'F______!L________.L____. ion Laboratory of the University of California,
signed by D.¥, Carpantsy, Chairssn, WO

Gives Dr. Laurenco's parsonal view of transforring

4
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23 Jul 48

24 Jul 48

28 Jul 48

¢ Aug 48
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atomic weapons to ths Arsed Forcas and the
conpatance of the fervices to msintaln gustady.
Prasidenticl Refusal

The President refused to tyaunsfer custody of
atonic woapons to the Armad Forces despite unanimous
roecoumandations for approval from tho four Jervice
Rocrestarios, tha Chiefs of Btaff of Avmy, Navy and
Aty Force and the MiC.

Prasidontisl Helease to the Preas

"As President of the United States, I regard the
continued control of all sspocts of the atomioe eneryy
progren, ivoluding research, devwelopment and the
custody of atomic waapons, ss tho proper functions
of the oivil authorities.”

Bacratary of Dafanss Yorrestal notified JC8 of
Prasicent's declaion of 23 July and stated "In

11zht of this decisfon, it 4s of utmost importance

t0 the national dofonso that plans for emorgency tyang-
"

for of atomic woapons be rpoviewed « .« + o

Lattoy fyow the Proaidant 1o thn Secratary of Defensd

Gtates l'on baluot. 1 do m feal Jult:l.ﬂcd in
S Y I VR o

mrcnua -r anthnﬂty undn- thc mmtou ot the

N ﬂr J oz "' \--ﬁi‘e' By ™ .

Atomic Energy .m of 1048 {0 Grder the ttanﬂcr of the
stockpiles to tbn Amd mum .
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6 Aug 48
19 Aug 48
20 Oat 48
T 11 May 49

Nmmorandun of Conversstion Botwesn Sonator Hickanlooper
and the Chairman, NIC

“Bonator stated that ha thought the President's
decinion referving to custody was illogical and thst
the military should have custody of soma, 1f not all,
of the atowic bhomba.”

Chart of Hatioual Military Establishment and AXC
Comnand Channels for Ruergwnoy Transfer

Chart attachwd.

Mesorandm for the fecretary of Defensy from Chairman,
ML, MLC, Willism Wabster subj: Custody

Bxplains custody and surveillancs responpgibilities

to dnte.

.h!c-m mxnob;nt on Oporation and Haintenanos of
Storage Bites Able, Baker and Charlie

Gignsd by DoD on 20 April 1849 and by ARC on 11

\

Hay 1949. This agreczont providsd for jolut cucupancy
by the ARC and AFSWP. 1t stated that AFSWP wasn
prinarily concerned with support of oparations in

the event of national emargency and with gupport of
tralning oxoreisss and manauvers. AEC would bo
responsible for cuxtody of all stockpile items in
stovage or undergoing inspeciion. AFWE would be
responsible for custody of AYC weapons released for
AFSYP training and mansuvers.
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11 day 49

28 Bep 49

22 Mar 60

6 Apr 80

SEGne] ————

nt Botwewn AEC~IoD on §toraga fGite Qperation
and Naintensthios

Soa Annex

Reporandim for tho Chief, OLT Division, AFSWP from

Chlef, A¥OWP gubj: Working Group on Futurs Storage
of Aromle Waapons

Thian megorandum yepresonts the firct action iu the
aotablighment of a Joint Board for Futuro Rtorage.

1stter from My, loBaron to Me. Barly "Surveillance
and Cus?ody of Atoaic Weapons

The pansage of tiws, training, experience and
knowladge gadned by the Military porsonnel who have
beon involvad in tho task, rondor the Questions which
wero brought up at Preasident's 24 July 1548 meoting,
no longor pertinont. The acguisition of thinm
exgemhnou and technical knowledge was a necagsary
rre-requisite to dovelopment of a capability on
the part of the Armed Yoroes for actual utilization
of tho weapon in onepgoncy and presont technioal
compatence is & nmatural condition arising from this
requirement.

Moaoprandum for the Chairman, MIC from Chief, APSWD subd:

Eefuirowente far Atouio Bimbs
Requents 90 motezutldar Mavk 4.stockpile boubs be

relaased for pormanant custedy and ugse by APSWP
and Berviceg for tyaining.
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10 Apr 50 Hegorandum to tho Chairman, MIC from Gsn Nichels, .
- Chiiof, APSWP subj: Military Partioipation in Custody
for Survelllance of Atomic Weapons

Discussas tho sntire survelllance progrem by the

AFSWP. "In June 1950, when tho presont AFSWP tyaining
objactive As attalnod for assombly and technical

. il pargonnsl, there will bo available in AVSWP more
than 1800 trainad military personnel avallable for
custady, lurwulu.:lzce and rear depot opsrations and
uaintenance and operational support ineluding a resgerve
for the Navy and 8AC".

10 Apr 80 Mamcrandum for the Chalrman, MIL from Charloz F. Browm,
- Counsel fyom the ARG subj: Cugtody of Atomie Wespong

Rundtrs a legal opinion as to the custody of atomic
weapons. "It godms olear that the President may
dirsct the Comaigaion to transior atowmio hombs or
parts tharauf to the DoD and thero is no provieion
of law which would prevent tha !Iinn from recolving

woapons and parts so transferred”,

Early Sumor Beginning of RKorean Conflict
1950
It wu dao:ldad that bombg, minus nuclear eomponont-,
/3/80) ; ‘
{4/6/80) muld rhi dlliﬂrcd t0o the tmﬂtod: ol the Aiy torai
{6/3/50)

mdi lmr, at Opeutiona:l utorm Iitu abrom! ud
VUBTE R, " 4u"
mua emltu- 'rha nuclesy ennpunlnta wu:ld rmu

in’ enutody of the AEC in the United Rtates plnd:lng

further -decision in tha future.
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14 Jun 50 Trannfor for Training President approved,
10 Jul 50 Menorandum for the Secrotary of Defongs from Omar

H. Bradley, Chairman, JC8 subj: Storage of Hon-
Ruclear Components of Atomic Dombs in tha United
Eingdor

"In view of tho seriousnsss of ths prosent world

gituation, it has been doolded to station two
additional meddun boub groups in the U.K., bringing
tha total mmber to threo. The JC§ balieve that an
adequate quantity of non-ruoclear cosponents of
atomic bombs should bo stored in the U.K. in order
to exploit fully the capabilities of these groups.

11 Jul 80 latter to the FPresident from the Secratary of Defenss
(Johnson)
Recocxends transfer of custody of non-

nuclear conponents for storage in tha U.K.
4 Aug BO lotter to the (halyman, ARC from the Chairman, MLC

APSWP bas taken sction to get [Jaon-nvorens :
assemblies to Guam, "It is my understanding that tho
above action wos approvad by the Prosidont at a
naoting on tho morning of 29 July 1950 with the
Becyotary of Dofenso and (oneral Bradlsy, as a result \
0 yeconmendations to the Fresident from the JCB."

10 Aug 50 EonoTandum for the Sscretary of Defense from Gen. -
Bradley,. m, JC3 mubj: Storage of Non<Nuglear

Componants of Atomic Dombs in CVB Class Alrcraft Carriers

oy

"8pecitically the JCS recommond that Prosidential

i FCRMERLY RESTR'CTED DATA
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10 Aug BO approval be obtained to trsusfer custody of -
{Cont'd)
non~-molear components of atonie bombs for atorage

prior to the

) scheduled departure oz that ship for to | EEGEGE

Niote s Ammalli diltwi was made -

ssote: A similer digperaal was made for the

17 Aug 60 Kemopandum for the Deputy Sucretsry of Dafenss \
. "ltoragu and Custod olfl Attaic Yoa Eon-ﬂuulﬂar
Cowponents) gives & of Views Rosult from )
MIC Study
“It is my hops that we can think through the

e

fundanentals of this cuatody problem before tho
pattern of events in the growing worldd tensiona
foros ue into a dacision of expediency.”

18 Aug 50 Esmorandum for tho Secretary of Defspse from (snoral

Bradley Chairman, JCB subj: Doployment of Strategic
Alr Coemand Units

"It is thorefore, urged that you socure immadiata
Prosidential approval for tho transter of [JJJj edditionar
aon~nuclear componants frow AXC to SAC. Thesa

coepenents are to e uoved o[ EEN

24 Aug 850 totter t0 the Chairusn, ANC from the President

Pupsuant to the suthority vested in me by Public
Law 885, 80th Congress, and on the reccmmsndation

FOONERLY Ara1IoCIiD DATA
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a4 Aug 80
(Cont'd)

23 Aug 80

25 Aug 80

~ guiomeiie
A ¢e 1 Leshon

£7 % 4 T Py -
AR .
. Weddiil

of tha Sacrotary of Defense; I have approwed delivery
of non-nuclear components of atonio weapons Irom AEQ

to the Armed Forces for strategic deploymant ag

follows:
11 July 1230 componsnts
29 July 19250 components
11 August 1980 couponents
23 Auguat 1930 oonponents

This will gerva as suthority for tho deliveries
which you haveo nade at my diroction.

It 4s noted that the [JJ] components 11sted avove
for deployment on 26 July 1250 wore withdrawn fyom
the 90 cocponents suthorized on 14 Jupe 1530 to be
trausferred to the Armed Forces for training.

Delivery vas made to the 0.K. e[

lLetter to the Chairman, ARC from the Presidsnt (Truman)

The Prasidont dosires that tho Commitieo of the
National BSecurlty Council on Atcmic Enorgy pags all
diractiven that affect all three dapartmonts.

Mexorandum for tho Secretary of Defonso frcm the
Fresident

Notifies the Bocrotary of Defense of the desire that
the Committee of the Mational Sscurity Council oa
Atomiec Energy will pase all divectivea that affect
all three departsonts.
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20 gop 50

2 Oot 50

5 Dac 50

9 Mar 51

6 Apr Bl
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History - Energency Transfer of Wespons

Memorpndun for Mej. Gen. Nichols, loper, Hill eto.

Sudbject - Custody of Atomic Weapons referenciag
MIC Btaff Study "Custody of Atomic Weapons", dated

2 October 1832,

Letter to Mr. lLay from Chalrman, ARC (Dean)

DPlgcusses the return of non-nuoclears trom-

ABC-MIC Meoting

It wag brought out at this meoting that tho military had
been performing functional survelllsnce on ths entire
stockpils, including nuclear components, for sometime.
ARG exprossed surpriss at this information. HMr. Dean,
ARC, stated that the AEC custody was "an empty concept"
and that the "real problem” wa®s in establishing the

propar dividion of responsibility for stockpile operations.

Neuorandun for ths Chalrman, AEC from the President o %

Grumsn) 2. 5

b

Direoted in the Intorest of National Defense, to Ea g %
o

release the custody of puclear and ;‘3 §§§

e ————— ’\f ~

4 IR ":o

ron~nuclear atomic bomdb components to Gen Hoyt 8. EEEE

g : ﬂ‘

vandoxberg, Chief of Staff, USAY, who is my porsonal 7 Z503
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6 Apr 51
(Cont'd)
11 Apr 51
28 May 51

g™ cutoria

4.

He

rotign

erponT i N

ropregontative for this custody. 1In this capacity
Gon Vanderborg is acting as the executive agent of the

JCi .

Lotter te tho Presidont from the Chairman, AEC (Doan)

The yecent transfer to Gon. Vandemberg of custody of
cortain nuclear and non-nug¢lsayr componsnts marks tho
end of the Coumission's civilian rasponsitility over
a portion of our war reseryve of atomic woapons . « . . .

coneornad over how the woapons may be usod.

Momorsndum for the Becretary of Defense from the
Chairman, MIC

The following ia quotad from this momorandum and
dogcribes the situation surrounding the decision for
the firat transfer of non-nuclears.

"It may be pertinent to outline the gircumstances
that immediately preceded the 25 August letter to
the FPresident. ghortly aftor the invasion of Kores
in June 1950, @ecratary Johnson asked the President
for authority to recsivs a considorable mumber of non-
moclear atomic asserblien from ARC for deliveyy to the
military establishment st points outside the United
Btates. The President concurrod and the movement was
carried out."”
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3 Aug 81

29 Jun 852

22 Jul 52

19 Aug 52

28 Aug 82

g

ABC-DoD Agreousnt on "Rosponsibilitiss for Btockpile
Oparations

§ee Annax

Memorandum to the National Becurity Council subj:
Oversoas Storage of Atoaic Weapong

Roquosts Presidential approval for the deployment of
additiongl non-nuolear components to the U.K., Guan,

- and to airoraft carriers. Buch doployaents

will make gignificant inoreases in readiness status.

Memorandun for the Seécretary of Defenso and Chairman,
ARC Irom James Lay

The Prosident has this date authorlizsd the trangfer

of additional pon-nuclear to meot

ragquirszenta for deployment during remainder of

calender yenr 1932 (overseas).

Hemorandun for Rocord from the Becretary of Defonss

Record of discussion with the President on tho
!

principle and concept of future ovorssas deploymsnt

to 1 July 1954 of nuclear components of atomic weapons.

Memorandum for the Secretary of Dofense fron the Joint

Chiefs of Staff (Collins) subj: Overseas Storage of
Atomic Weaponus

Indicated relative importance and urgency involving

nm'inna arnracns nf atomin wasnona.
Atonmlc Weapons
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10 §op 52 Presidential Approval of an NAC Study

The President approved a study compiled by the
8poocial Comittes on Atomic EBneygy of the National
Security Council. The ptudy was entitled: “Agreed
Concepts Regarding Atomic Woapons”. It provided:

(1) The DoD should have custedy of stocks
of atomic woapons outside the continental 1limits
of tho U.8. and any such mmbers within the continental
limits as might be required to assure operational
flexibility and military readiness.

(2) The ARC should maintain custody of the
remaindor of tho gtockpila.

(3) Other provisions relating to Provisions
of Ptorage Facilitiaes, Physical Socurity (PoD provided

for all storage sites), Access to Weapons ste.

19 gep 52 Memorandum for the Becretary of State, Defemge, and
Chalrman, AEC gubj: Transfor and Deployment of Non-
Nuclear Components of Atomie Woaponp

"The Presidont has this date approved the recommended
nmbers of non-nuclear components, to bs relesasad

progresnively as facilities becons availsble to Alasks,

=== —

carriers.” \
¥
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30 Sep 52
10 Oct 52
24 Dec 82
4 Nay 53
8 Moy 33
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$taft Btudy dated 9/30/52 sgubj: Custody of Atomic
Weapons with covaring msmorandum from the Chairman,

MIC to the gacretary of Dofonss datod 10/10/52

Study Forwirded to the Boecretary of Defenge

This study is the astaf? study roferenced to abowe

entree dated 30 Soptember 1552.

Memorandun for the Bocret of State, Defonss and
Chairnen, AEC from the Bx%oy.ﬁljationsl Boourity

Sumell subj: Custody of Atomic Weapons

Notifies nddressees of mesting with Presidont. Also
attachad ere tho statsmant by the Dopariment of State

and the Statemont by the Acting Segratary of Dofense.

Momorandun for the Bocratary of Dofense from the
Chairsman, JC3 subj: Trangfer and Doploymant of Atomio
Weapons

"After consideration the JCS believe it is essential
to operational readinesa and military reflexibility
that nucloar conponsnis be daploysd cutsido the
continental limits of the U.§. at the earliest practiocal
date."

1¢ \
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8 Jun 53

20 Jun 33

22 Jun 53

- CERTTT i
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Momorandun for Bx/Secy, National focurity Counoil
from tue Secrotary of Defense (Wilson) subj:
Tranpfor and Deployzent of Atomioc Woa apons

The JC3 currontly helieve it esmsential to oporational
resdiness and military flexibility that nuclear
conponents be deployed outside the continental linmits
of the U.8. at tho earliest practicable dats.

I an in agreemont with thia view and request
Progidential approval to effect deployment in numbers
equal to the non-nucleay deployzonts now approved to
thoge storages afloat and aghore wherein the decision

to so deploy rests solaly with the U.8.

Prosident spproved tho Becrotary of Dafonse requosgt

to effect doployment of muclear components in mumbers
agual to the non-nuclear deploymants now approved to
those storagos, afloat and aghore, whorein the decision

to so deoploy rests solely with the VU.B.

President Authorized Doployment

Reforonca 29 April 1954 memorandum for the Secpretary
of Dofense from the Cusirman, AEC based on NEC Actien
of 19 June 1953, (Sece almo 12 April 1934 meworandum
for the Chairman, AEC from the Becretary of Defense

subj: Releaso and Deployment of Kuclear Coupononts.
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22 Jun B3 Hemoumhm for the Soaretary of Defenss and the
chu:lnanL AZC subj s Fransfor sud Daployment of
Atomia Weapons

"On the recommendntion of the s;m;ial Cotaittes of
the National Security Council of Atomic Energy, as
agreed at its meeting on 19 June 1953, the President,
on 20 June 19233, approved the refuest of the s;acretary
of NDofeonse, in the incleoaure to the referencs mamorandum
to effect deployment of nuclear componsnts ''in numbers
equal to the pon-nuclear deployments now approved to
thoss storagos afloat and ashore whorein the decision

to 80 doploy rosts solely with the U.8."

24 Jul 83 Eemorandum for the Chalrman, ARC from the Bocretary of
Defenge subj: RBeleaso and Deployment of Nuclear Compononts

DoD is preparod to acceopt rosponsibllity for
sacurity, storage and gurveillance of nuclear components

authoriged by the Peesident on 20 June 1933,

24 Jul 53 Memorandum for the Becretary of Defonse frem theo
Chalrman, JCB sub): Initial Transfer and Deployment
0f Atomic Weapons

Initial dispersal calls for cores to be

disparsad to- garriera, Atlantic carriers, and

Fagific carriers.

18
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25 Jul 83

3 Aug 83

7 16 Qct §3

A5 Nov B3
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Pirat Nucgleay Conponent Transforred from AEC to

DoD other than Vandsrberg tranafer,

Superesedes Agreoment Betwaen AEC-DoD on Rtorage Site

Operation and Maintenauco, dated 3 August 1951,

Asoistent Becrotary of Dofonse Memoranda to the Army,
Navy, Air Force and APSWP

Delinsated Service custedy rosponsibilities, and
rogponsibilities for operation of "oporational aiteg”
overseas and in the U.8. The nemorandum to AFSWP
charged tho Chief, AFSWP with oporating a reporting
syaton to insure that he know the gtatus and location

of the stogkplle at all tiwes.

Nemorandum for the Becrotary of Defenpe from tho
Chalwman, JCS subj: Storage of Atomic ¥eapons Overasas

It 13 rocomnended that the Becrotary of Dofense seels
Presidential appiroval for the storage of nuclear and
pon-nuclear compononts of atomiec weapons 1n-

-Western Gormany, and the stopage o! nuclear

cmens 10 o .. D
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23 Jan G4

3 Apr B84

22 Apr 54
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Memorandum for the Sscretary of Defense from ASD(ISA)
subj: Storage of Atomic Weapong

It notes that the JC§ memorandum ls dated 25 Rov
1953 which is shortly after approval of NSC 162/2 and
before the N8B Special Committee oen Atomlic Matters and
the President agreed on the interpreotation of paragraph
398 NHC 162/2 and abolishod the NEC Special Committae.
Wo think paragraph 398 gives the basic authority to store
overseas if Dofense believes it is necoasary, and to ask
tho Secrotary of State to undartake the necegeary
nggotiations without future reforral to the HSC. (Notea
Becrotary Wilgon dipcugsed this mattor with tho Prosident

this afternoon).

Momorandun to the Secrotary of Defense from the Chaimnan,
JCE subj: Initial Transfer and Doployment of Atomic Weapons

Referonce is made to JC2 memorandum 31 July 1933. The
JCB have vovised the deployment of nuclear components to
atorage locations bhaving proper fecilities to inelude
_ site became oparational on or about
1 July 19854, KNuclear components to be deployad will be

Memorandum for Rocord from Col Williaws OATSD(AE) sub):
Deploynent of Complete Atomic Weapons to Foreign Countries

Rofers to a momorandum from ASD(IBA) o JCS and a

pomorandum to the Secretary of State. Thoso meporanda
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22 Apr 54
(Cont'd)

3 Hay 54

3 May 54

6 May 54

19 May 54
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concorn deployment of comploto stomio weapons to the

U.K. _ and requeste Btate Dopartment

arrange nocogsary suthordty for storage of complote

weapons in Western ﬂemany_

Kemorandum Zo¥ the JCS5 from the Scoretary of Dofense

ﬁlﬁm) subi: Existing Rights for Atomic Weapons JJjj

-hns granted the U.8. the pight to store

compiots asonso vesrons |

Eemoprandum for the JC8 from the fSecretary of Defense
(Wilson) subj: Bxisting Rights of Atomic Weapons in
the U.H.

The T.K. has accoapted the intreduction of complate
atonjic weapons by the U.8. into the U.K. This

monorandum gives brief history of U.K. approval.

Memorandum for the Seqretary of Defense from the
Chairman, JCE subj: Storage of Atomic Weapons Overseas

Instructions were lssued § May 1954 te have

cores moved without dolay from storage aboard a U.8.

wves e

Memopandun for tha Recrotary of Defonso from the
Chairman, JC8 subj: Doploymont of Guided Bissilo Atomic
Warhaads on Navel Ships

arhasd FORMIRLY RESTRICTED DATR
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19 May 54
{Cont'd)

16 Jun 54

243 Jun 54

26 Jul 54

b
[
25 Nov 1933. Authorizes the JCB to deploy and store g K
T =
ol
nuclogsxy and non-nuclear compenents in Weagtern Germany. ~ %
-
(]
=i
1t authorizes tho JC3 t0 deploy non-nuclears 15
y Bl
NES
Wg
i q :_.
2%
Memoyandum for the Sooaretary of Defense £rom the s
Chairman, JCS subj: Btorage of Atomic Weapons Oversesas e

Recommends the deploynsent of nugleayr and non-nucloar

components for Regulus on board four oruiger and two

submarinsg.

Entitled, "Agreement of Atomic Weapons for Maneuver Use"

Agreoment signed by the Chairman, AREC and the
Chalyman, MIC yolating to the mancuvor use of atomice

wenpons by the Dod.

Yomorandum to the JC8 from the Ssoretary of Defenge
(Wilson) subj: Storage of Atomic Weapons Qvorsess

This represents m roply to the JCB memorandum of

The JCS recommends the immediate deployment of nuclear

components to the U.K. _ Algo requests

dispersal of additional non~nugleaprs to the U.E. Gives
Justification.

Momorgndum for the Socretary of Dofonse from the Chairman,

JC8 subj: Storage Dispersal of Atonic Waapons on Qparational
Bages in the Tone of Interior.

The JCS rocommends approval of the principle of 21 on

hnan atawama and sammaacta the A'El"' ha dnPawnnd oaf +ha annna
Eageg in the Tone of Interior
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9 flep 84
(Cont‘d)

5 Oot 54

29 Qct 54

1 Doc B4
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of the program.

lettor to the Chaiyman, AEC from the Becretary of Deofenge

Outlines scope of on baze storage of the ZI.

Memorandum for the Becrotary of Defense from the
Chaiyman, JCS subj: Deployment of Atomic Woapons Components

faference is made to the Secrotary of Defense
memorandun of 23 June 1854. The JCB have deternined the
following deployment of nuclear and non-nuclear components
to West Germany, U.K. _ (A shipping
date of 1 Dec 1234 was egtablished by memorandum from
General loper to ABR(18A), dated B Nov 15954, however
for political rossons shipping to West Germany wap delayed

until 1 March 1955).

lotter to the Presldent from the Socretary of Defense

The Prosident concurvence is reduested on the concept
of aoverseas deploynent and on base dispersal. Also the
President is requested te authpize the transfer to the
oD on c©all snd subjeot to appropriate arrangemants to
types and sufficiont pumbers of atouic weapons to meot
the 1 July 1835 schiedule for overseas deployment pnd on

basa gtorage.
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1 Dac 54

1 Dac 54

6 Deo 54

15 Dee 54

Eonmoranidum for Reocord by Goneral loper subj: Heoeting
with the President, 0800, 12/1/54 on the Deploymeat
and Dispersal of Atomlc Weapong

The Pregident approved the diasporsal plan get forth

in the Becretary of Defense letter of this date,

lettor to tho Bacrotary of Defonge from the President

States the offlclal approval of the ganoral disporsal

and deployment plan presented by tho Socretary of Dafensa.

Moporandun for the Chalrman, JC3 from the Secretary of
of Dafense (Wilson) aubjt Diapdraal of Rucloar Weapons

Kotifies JCB that the Preaident haa dotermined in the
intexoat of national dofonse, atomlc woapons including
TN weapons will be dispersed overseas and within the
CONUE to the extent required by military rondiness.
Cuatody will be trangferrved te the Dol. Authorization
m2ata the L July 15568 achadule for deploymani and

on~bage storage.

Information Item for MLC

Chrontoleogy of pertinent correspondence on the subjoet
of deploymont and dispersal of atomic weapons for the
peviod July « Docember 1954.
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18 Dac 54

a7 Jan 85

2 Fob 85

B Apr 55

30 Jun 86

30 Jul 56
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Memorandum for tho Secretary of Defense from the
ATSD(AB)

Roports status of the locations of thormo-nuclear
woapons with rospact to SAC bases.

letter to the Chairman, AEC from thoe ATED(AR)

Gives off-continent doploymeont of atomic weapons.

lettor to the Chairman, JCAE from ATSD{AR)

A brief sunmary of an ogal preport to the JCAE on
25 January 1953 relating to the Departments program
for on-base storage and deploysent of atomio weapons.
Rocord of Exccutive Begsion of the JCAE

Contains Goneral loper's brief on the current status
of digpoysal of atomic weapons both within the U.8. and
abrosad.

Mougrandum for the Sueratary of Deofenge fxom the Chalrman,
JC8 subj: Disporasal of Atonie Weapons

Forwards a recommendsd disperszl schedule and outlines
the principle of alloc¢ation to commonds rather than
geogranhical locations as heretofore.

lotter to tho FPresident from tho Socretary of Dofonnc

Ietter gives report of the dispersal program. To
date, no TN weapons have ba#n transferred to the
departwent for storage st SAC bases in the U.8. or
overseas. Requests approval to disperse TN weapons and

that ABC be direoted to transfeor a total of
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30 Jul 55
{Count'd)

9 Aug 856

23 Aug 856

24 Aug B85

29 Aug 85

29 Aug 866

! N eE ) -
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nuclear and non-nualears by 1 July 1956,

(Note: This includes TN waapong).

Memorandum foy the Secretary of Defenge from the
Chairman, JCS subj: Dioperesal of Atomlc Weapons

The table below was the commnnds estimate for
atonia weapons as of 1 July 1966. The comaand amd

gaographical locationg nre glven.

Menorandum for Recoxd by General Luodocke

Thip mesmoprandum covers o meating with the Prosident on
1 Aupust and 23 August on the subject of dlsporsal of

atomlic weapons.

Genoxral luedecke scheduled to appoar before JCAE on

gtorage and dispersal in Bureope.

Letter to the Secretary of Defengse from the President

"1 approve the gensral disperssl plsn sot forth in your
lettor and subsequent preeentation,” "The AEC ghould
retain custody of dispersed wospons having & yield of

axcogs of 8GO0 Kr'am.”

lctter to the Chairman, ARC from the Presidont

1 bave datopained that in the intexest of national

dafonse the pregran of disperssl ¢of atomic waapons to

Bl FORMERLY RESTRICTED DATA

ovargeas sreas snd within tha Continontal U.8. which I
pnme
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29 Aug 89
{Cont'qd)

8 Bop 55

20 fep 85
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approved on Decsmbar 1, 1954, should ba continued

to the exteont required by military readinssg. I

have oconaluded, bhowsver, that in the exscution of

this program, the ARC should retain custody of dispersed
woapons having g yield in oxcess of 600 ET's. In sgo
doing, the gystem whexreby the AEC rotalns cusgtody of
dispoersed woapons will ba in consonance with the

objectivo of immadiate readingss for use.

lattor to the Bacretary of Defenge from thoe Chaolrman, ARC

Forwards "Interim Principles and Procedures for the
Carrylng Out of Responsibllitles as Directed by the
Pregident in Commaction with the Early Digpersal of

High Yield Weapona".

JCS Stoff Momorandum subj: Disgpersal of Atomic Waazpons

In accordance with Preslidential authorization for
dispersal of atomlc weapons, transmitted by the Becrotary
of Defense in his memorsndum of 31 Aug 19545, you are
authorized to digporse atomic weapons and weapon componants
in conformance with tho schedules in Appsndix A" hepeto.
{Note: Appsndix "B" is entitled, "Principles Governing

Dispersal of Atomic Weapong").

27
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24 Feb 566

5 Mar 86

8 Mar 86

4 Ape 88

20 Apr &6

4 May 56
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Memoratitm for the Secretary of Dolense from the
Chairman, JC3 gubj: Digpersal of Atomic Weapons

The JCS are of the opinion that the 2irst high
ylald wespons should be undor mllitary control. 1If
it is mot appropriate to yeopen that matier st this
time, changes are raquirad in the interim agreemeont.
The changes are attached.

Aide Memoire for the Secretary of Dofense gubj: Notes

on Now Authorixation foy Disporsal of Weapons thyough
Juns 1836, Propared by Gensral Loper

latter to the Becroetary of Defense from the Prosident

This letter mmends the Presidentlal Directive of
29 Aungust 1956.

latter to the Secretary of Defonse from the President

"I hexeby divect that the following procedures will
govorn the transier of weapons and custody fyrom the AEC
to the DoD." This transfer procedure wagc to be followad
in an event of eémergency and was ioplemented by a joint
AEC-DoD Memoyandum of Understanding dated 4 May 1956.

letter to the Chairman, ARC from the Secreinry of Defonse

FPorwarded the view of the JCS and roconmands a
modification of the interim agrooment on the dusal custodial
arrangemant. (Includes 4/12/36 Covering Brief).

AEC-DoD Memorandum of Undorstanding foy the Transfor of
Atomic ¥Woapons

An agreoment rogawding tho sutonatic relesaso and
tranafor of AREC weapons to tha Dol in caso of a defenso

emargency, oo FORMEILY SLSTRICTED DATA'
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4 Jun 58

4 Jun 56

3 Jul &6

20 Jul 56
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lsttor to the Chairmen, ARC from the Secretary of Defense

Defenso Racratary signed the ABC-DoD agresmsnt as to
prinoiple and procadures for carrying cut rwosponsihilities
in conneqtion with dispersal of high yleld weapons. This
aproouont roplaced the interim agresnmont of 6 Beptember
193§ #(Includes €/1/66 Covering Brief).

ABC-DoD Agroomont as to Principles and Procedures for
the Carry:lgg Out of Rasponsipilities as Directed by the

Preaident in Connoction with the Eaxly Disporsal of
fligh vield Weapong

Bigned by the Chairman, AEC and tho Sscretary of
Defenss. This Agresnent suporsados Agreemant, same
subjact, dated 6 Sep 19556, (Note: Paragraph 3 of
thig Agreament egtablishes the degignated military
reopresentativas of the ABC in tho ¢ase of aotual
transport or military vehigle including ships or gir-

craft and when dispersed eombatant or ammunition ships.

Letter to the Secratary of State from the ASD(ISA)

The JC8 have now adviged that tha £irat shipment of
spacial weapons hag boen plannod to arrive in Italy on

or about 25 July 1956.

Eeworandun for the Socretary of Defense fyom ATID(AE)
fubj: Bavisod AEC-DoD Aprecmont on Custody of High Yield

Yaaspona
A short summary on the gubjsct.
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16 Aug 86 lattor to tho Chaiwman, ARC from tho Bocvetary of Dofenso

Notifies AXC of Presidont's approval of the new
agreoment of custody of high yield woapons. (Inoludes

8/13/66 Covering Brial).

19 Oot 0O MHomopandun for the Bsoeatary O0f Dafense from the

Chairman, JC3, subj: Dispersal Requirements for
Atomlo Waapons

Recomnonds a basle for requoating Presidentirl
suthorigation for transfer and disperasal of atomic

wospeng thivugh FY 1857,

19 Nov 86 Papsr entitled, "Political Status as Rogards Dispargal
of Atowic Weapong

Political status iz given for specific Yocations.

21 ¥ov 86 lotter to the Pregident from the Becrdtary of Defenze

Roconmendsd digpersals through 1 July 1957.

24 Rov 56 lettor to the Secreiary of Defense from the Progident

Hotification of spproval of tho transfer to tho DoD
suffjicient mumbera of stomic weapong to provids DoD
custody as of 1 July 10287,

24 Dag 86 latter from Prosidont smthorizing comp. DoD Custody
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4 Doo 06 lotter to tho Secreotary of Dofenss from the Socretary
of the Navy subj!: Discrepanoy in Transfor of Thermo-

19 D2ec 08 latter to the Chalyman, ARC from tho Secretary of
Bofenge (Wilson)

Informs the AEC of unauthorized occurrence involving
trangfor of high yield weapons and coyractive action

being taken, {(Includes 12/17/68 Covering Brief).

2 Yeb 87 ABC-DoD Apreemont for the Disporsal of High Yield Woapons

(Kote: This Agraement supersedes "Principle and
Frocedures for the Caxrying OQut of Rasponsibilities as
Pirected by the President in Cornoction with the

Dispersal of High Yield Woapons', dated 4 June 1956).

3 Jul b7 Memorendum for the fecratary of Dafensa from the
Chairman, JC5 subj: Dispersal Requiremonts for Atomic
laapona

Forwards disporsal requiremente through 30 July 1558,

5 Aug 57 Iatter to the Presidont fron the Deputy Bacretary of
Dofonsge

Requasts approval of tho DoD digpexrsal through 1 July
1998,

31
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6 Aug 57

2 May 58

22 Jop B8

13 Oct 58

/ 21 Oot 88
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latter to tho Becretary of Dofense from the Prasident

The President approved the Becretary of Defense

requosts as of § August 19857,

lattor to tho Chairman, AEC from the Daputy SBacyetary
of Defenge

The lotter oxprosses concorn ovor the progent custodial
arrengements concerning dispsrsed weapong of yislds of
600 ET's or over. Two salutions are proposad to the ABC.

{Includes 5/1/86 Covering Brisf).

¥snorandum for the fecaretary of Dofonszo from the
Chairman, JCS subj: Dispersal Requiprements for Atomic
Wesapons

1atter roquests approval of dispporsal requirements
and DoD custedy for all disporzed atomic weapons through

30 June 1959.

Iattor to the Chairman, AEC from the Acting Becretary
of Defenge

This letter requosts coordinatlion on the disporsal

roquiremonts through 30 Juns 1959.

Istter to the Socretary of Dofonegs from the Chalrman, AEC

The AEC presonted speclfic comments on the proposad
lattor to tho Presgsidont concorning tho subject of Dob

cugtody of all disparsoed wegpons.
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23 Oct &8

20 Nov 58

26 Nov 838

2 paa G8

19 Dsc 58

24 Doc 88
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Anglysis of ARC comacnts on Digpersal as proposed
by Mr. Quarles' letter to My. McCone of 13 Octoboxr 1958

lettor to the Presidont from the Deputy Socretery of
Defense

Requests approval of disporsals plan as of 1 July
1959, 1In addition the letter requests authority for
the boD to assum® custodial responsibillitles for all
dispersed weapons including those over 600 XI's.

{Includes 11/20/88 Covering Briet).

Annex 1 to the 2 Fobruary Agresment on High Yioeld
Cugtody

ABC concurrad but Agreemsnt was never consummated.

Vemorandum for the ATSD(AR) from the Chief, AFSWP
sub): Disporsal of High Yield Weapons

Forwapds Annex 1 to the ARC~-DOP Agreswment for

Dispersal of Hipgh Yield Weapons, dated 2 Psbruary 1957.

Alde Mopoire for tho Secretary of Dofenge

To umse in belefing tha Presidont at o meetling this date.

Latter to the ATSD(AE) from the Gensyal Manager, ARC

Forwards Anpex 1 to AEC-DOD Agresmant for the

Disporenl of High Yield Weapons dated 2 February 1957,
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CUBTODY OP ATGMYC WEAPOHS a4 Sy 196¢
Bistorical Sumnmary of Peitciple Aotiong (U)

i
[} *

SUMMARY A kﬁ\kfé‘“

Atomic Energy Act of 1948

e
Asgigned all organizations and proporties of the ’
Manhattan Project to the AEC.

lottor to the Chalrman, ARC from Secrotary of War

In conneotion with discussion concerning storagh
bases the letter stetes im part, "I anticipate that
when the matter has been reviewed by tha Prasident, -
he will direct that a certain musber of bombs and bomb
parts be turnad over to the armod services and that
thase bombe and bomb parts will be wholly within the

custody of the armed services which are charged with
the national defense".

Executive Ordey 5316

Implavented the Atomie Enorgy Act of 1548. It stated

that all fissionshle aaterisl and all atomic weapons
and parts remaining from the Manhattan Project would -

be transferxed to the ARC. It furthar pyovidad that

ARG sould deliver fissionable aaterial or weapons
to the Armed Forces in the interest of Hational Defensa. )

(Ses Eao. 1, 2(a), sud 4(e) and Se0. 6(a) of the j
Atomio Energy Act.
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